Russ Friend
May 14, 1933 - November 7, 2019

Russell E. Friend, age 86, passed away on Thursday November 7, 2019. Russell was a
loving and caring husband, father, and grandfather. He graduated from West High School
in 1951, was a life time member of St. John's Lutheran Church on the Hilltop and was a
long time member of Grace Lutheran Church by the Sea in Nags Head, North Carolina.
Russ was a retired principal from the Columbus Public Schools. He was preceded in
death by his beloved wife of 65 years, Barbara; their precious daughter, Lori Lee Gerber;
and his sister, Mary Lou (Don) Fritz. He is survived by their three daughters, Diana Lee
(Harry) Seaman, Vicki Lee (Addison) Clark, and Teri Lee (Pat) O'Conner; three
grandchildren, Donnie (Kristen) Naegel, Greg (Jessica) Gerber, and Lauren (Spencer)
Conte; four great-grandchildren, Keira and Jaxon Naegel, Alexandra Conte, and Grayson
Gerber; and numerous nieces and nephews. His family will receive friends from 2-4pm
and 6-8pm Thursday November 14 2019 at Heart and Hope by Schoedinger, 3030 W.
Broad St Cols, Ohio 43204 and 10-11am on Friday November 15 2019 at St. John's
Lutheran, 2745 W Broad St, Columbus, OH 43204 ; where his service will begin at 11am,
interment following at Greenlawn Cemetery. Memorial donations may be made to the Ohio
Health Foundation, 3430 Ohio Health Parkway, Columbus, Ohio 43202 (payable to
Doctor's Hospital).

Cemetery

Events

Green Lawn Cemetery

NOV

1000 Greenlawn Avenue

14

Columbus, OH, 43223

Visitation

02:00PM - 04:00PM

Heart and Hope by Schoedinger - Hilltop Chapel
3030 W Broad St, Columbus, OH, US, 43204

NOV
14

Visitation

06:00PM - 08:00PM

Heart and Hope by Schoedinger - Hilltop Chapel
3030 W Broad St, Columbus, OH, US, 43204

NOV
15

Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

St. John Evangelical Lutheran
2745 West Broad Street, Columbus, US

NOV
15

Funeral Service

11:00AM

St. John Evangelical Lutheran
2745 West Broad Street, Columbus, US

Comments

“

Today, in my hometown, Columbus Ohio, is my oldest Cousin, Russ Friend's funeral.
His spirit is so amazing that I'm well aware only his body is to be buried.
Although Russ spoke loud and always with humor, I never once saw him frowning,
and I never once experienced him belittling, or mocking, or being mean to anyone.
He was a very good man and is a great soul.
He taught Sunday School, every Sunday, for over sixty years.
Only recently I realized that he attended the same highschool that I attended for a
year. He, and my late Grandma Miller, both went to West High.
Last year, when I was in Columbus, and coincidentally attended his Daughter Lori's
funeral, my Cousin Lori, I informed Russ that I'd been sober for over a decade, and I
saw his eyes light up even more than usual. I'm sure he could tell, when I was
struggling at Briggs highschool, and then in my years after the Army, that I had a
substance-abuse problem (alcohol). He was elated.
A few months ago, his Wife Barbara passed. From what I've heard, he took it in
stride, but I'm sure he was missing her. I haven't been able to attend either funeral,
but it was so good to see them both last year, even though it was Lori's funeral, and
to spend time sitting across the table from Russ and Barb as we ate, hearing Russ'
sense of humor again, watching Barb smile, all of us laughing at his jokes, the ones
he made up in the moment, but never knowing it would be my last time to ever get to
experience them in my life here on earth.
With tears in my eyes, in my book, Russ Friend was a walking example of Jesus
Christ, Abraham Lincoln, and everything a man should strive to be.
~ GOD BLESS HIS SOUL. ~
"The west side is the best side!"
Robert O. Miller, a.k.a. "Beau Rox"

Robert O. Miller, a.k.a. "Beau Rox" - November 15, 2019 at 03:17 PM

“

Dear Diana, Vicki and Terri, I am so sorry you have lost both parents in such a short
amount of time. They were lovely people and well-loved by so many. Your dad
certainly touched a lot of lives through his Sunday School teaching at St. John for so
many years. That is where I got to know him best. His vibrant personality won him
respect in his teaching, in his administrative work and with his many friends. The
world is a better place for his having been here. I hope this gives you some peace.
With love, Carol Myers

Carol Myers - November 14, 2019 at 03:54 PM

“

Diana, Teri, and Vicki ... We are all just absolutely heartbroken for you at the loss of
your dad. You know how much my family just loves and adores you all, and how
much your mom and dad both meant to us. We can't begin to tell you just how sad
we are for the losses you have endured over the past 15 months. Your family is loved
by so many, and our beach crew has always felt like a part of that family. Russ will be
missed so much ... we are so sorry for this loss. We hope that Dad, Paul, Lori, and
Barb were waiting for Russ, pulling up a beach chair for him to sit and relax with
them all in the surf. Radio Free Outer Banks, you will be truly missed!
Rest in
Peace, Russell.

Laura Schnake - November 14, 2019 at 03:50 PM

“

4 files added to the tribute wall

Laura Schnake - November 14, 2019 at 03:36 PM

“

John, Vickie and Derek Moore purchased the Pretty Please for the family of Russ
Friend.

John, Vickie and Derek Moore - November 13, 2019 at 01:03 PM

“

A gentle soul left us last week. But I think Russ really died when his beloved Barbara
died earlier this year. I did not know Russ well but his daughter, Teri, is my friend and
so I got to know Russ. And once you knew Russ, your life was more fun. On my 21st
birthday, a friend and I stopped by Russ and Barb’s house—not sure why these
many years later but we were watching Qube, the early version of cable TV, in the
basement and my friend saw the date and noticed it was my birthday and once Russ
heard that he said we had to order pizza and some beer and he insisted that we
watch the movie “Patton.” See, fun! And in 1977 when the undefeated Linden
McKinley and Barberton basketball teams were going to play for the state
championship, tickets were hard to come by. I called Russ and asked if he could get
me two tickets—well it was a great game and McKinley won. I just asked and Russ
came through.
Russ was an educator and coach and I’m sure he touched thousands of lives, many
of whom, he probably didn’t even know about. He was never my coach, teacher or
principal, but he touched my life and I am tearing up while writing this. But when I
think of him, I smile—you have to smile when you think of him. Look at his beautiful
daughters and you see his legacy. Like I said, I did not know him real well but I knew
a good man when I saw one and Russ was a very good man. My heart goes out to
his family and if I have such wonderful memories from my brief time with him, then
they must have a lifetime of wonderful memories—please lean on these memories to
sustain you.

Bob Leonhard - November 13, 2019 at 10:08 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Russ Friend.

November 12, 2019 at 05:56 PM

“

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of Russ Friend.

November 12, 2019 at 05:03 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Russ Friend.

November 12, 2019 at 03:51 PM

“

Mr. Friend was an amazing person. He was the principal of my high school my
freshman and sophomore years. He was firm but fair and always treated us students
with respect. He built a strong foundation of goodwill amongst the student body and
he was well respected for his efforts. We became better people because of him and I
will never forget he was always smiling. Rest easy, Mr. Friend. You've earned your
wings in the heavens!

Andrea Hazen (Wrzyszczynski, class of 89 - November 12, 2019 at 04:11 AM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Russ Friend.

November 11, 2019 at 03:20 PM

“

My deepest condolences to the loved ones and family of Mr. Friend, he was a great
mentor and awesome principal. He lived his life to the fullest, and lived up to his
surname Friend. To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord. God
bless....

David Williams - November 11, 2019 at 12:32 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Russ Friend.

November 11, 2019 at 10:05 AM

“

My deepest condolences to family. Mr Friend was my principal at Brookhaven and
my husband at Linden McKinley. It was such a great man and leader. Heaven has
received an angel in him and my prayers go out to you. Rest easy, job well done.
Jenice (Reed) Brown class of 1983

Jenice Brown - November 10, 2019 at 11:17 PM

“

Mr Friend was my principal at Brookhaven High School. I was known to be able to do
a spot on imitation of him. I could clear out the boys bathroom from all the smokers
by mimicking him. He was such a great person and teacher. May God bless his
family. Love you Mr Friend.
Tim Owings 1985 Brookhaven Grad and Mr Friend Impersonator.

Tim Owings - November 10, 2019 at 10:55 PM

“

Mr Friend was one of my favorite patients at Midwest retina. Always smiling and
happy. My sincere Sympathy to your family. Joan [photographer at Midwest retina]

joan hahn - November 10, 2019 at 01:09 PM

“

I respected Mr. Friend as a teacher and liked him as a neighbor. You girls had a
wonderful family and I am sad for you to have lost your mom and dad. They were
wonderful people.
Sandy Hauth Burkeen

Sandra Burkeen - November 10, 2019 at 12:49 PM

“

Russ and Barb,were both special people. We spent time together as neighbors in
North Carolina > Always willing to help any way possible! Russ's voice was
unmistakable. We will miss them both!. Dan and Pat Mills - Pittsburgh .

Dan Mills - November 09, 2019 at 11:03 PM

“

Russ you taught me so much and lived a faith and shared so much compassion to
everyone! Playing tennis and telling me to “get my first serve in and keep it between
the lines,” is something I will never forget among many other memories. RIP and sing
with the lord from the tips of your toes to the top of your head!

Jeff - November 09, 2019 at 06:30 PM

