Arthur "AJ" Sparks
March 21, 1927 - June 9, 2020

Arthur J Sparks peacefully passed on June 9, 2020 at the age of 93. He was known to all
who loved him as "AJ". AJ was born at Blaine, Kentucky, the eldest son of Allen and
Lockie Sparks, having one sister, Ethel (Freeman) and two brothers, Charles (Dorothy)
and Arlie (Betty). He was the last remaining of his siblings.
AJ loved and believed in his Country asking his Mother for permission to join the Navy at
age 17 and then served in WWII at Iwo Jima. Those closest to him enjoyed his many Navy
stories, both the serious while on-duty and more humorous while on-leave. Arthur
continued his education at Morehead University, moved to Columbus, and obtained his
hairdresser's license. Arthur was owner of Michael's Beauty Salon for 40 years and was
by nature an artist and seeker of beauty.
Arthur married Marilyn Barger in 1951. Marilyn gave birth to son, Stephen and daughter,
Patti before she unexpectedly passed during pregnancy in 1959. Arthur considered
Marilyn's first-born daughter Jane, of San Diego, California, as his own 'adopted daughter'.
Arthur was a devoted Father to his children. He married second-wife Kathryn Culler in
1961. She also predeceased him in 2004. Arthur was a member of First Community
Church of Marblecliff.
Arthur was an avid Ohio State Buckeye fan proudly boasting that he and Woody Hayes
both arrived in Columbus the same year.
In addition to his vegetable gardens and fruit trees (the Paw-Paw trees being his
favorites), AJ started growing roses in the 70s. He was a prominent Ohio Rosarian, being
President of the Columbus Rose Club, President of the Central Ohio Rose Society, a
member of the American Rose Society, and Editor of the Buckeye Rose Bulletin. AJ later
became a statewide Rose Judge and was awarded the coveted Silver Honor Medal. He
was also awarded the Outstanding Judge Award in 2002. AJ was featured in the
Columbus Dispatch for his roses which at one time numbered over 200.
AJ was employed at the Vorys law firm in the 1990's until his retirement. It was not

uncommon to have a court recess called so that AJ could answer an important rosegrowing question for a judge friend on the bench.
AJ was known for his honor, his exceptional sense of humor, and his outlook on life.
During retirement AJ authored and published three books based on his life which will be
long cherished by family and friends.
Arthur is survived by his loving daughter Patti (Jim) Allen, son Stephen (Lynn) Sparks and
his grandson, Ryan Smith. There are many nieces and nephews who loved their Uncle
Arthur. Dear friends are many including John and Sue Dickman, Tom Wood, and long-time
neighbor, Jo Jefferies. The family wishes to thank the committed doctors and staff of the
VA Ambulatory Care Center of Columbus, the dedicated staff of Arlington Court Skilled
Nursing Facility who treated AJ for the past five years, and more recently the OhioHealth
Hospice Staff.
A crypt-side service with Military Honors will be held at Sunset Cemetery, 6959 W Broad
St, Galloway, OH 43119, on Monday June 15, 2020 at 2pm inside of the mausoleum.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that Memorial Contributions for "AJ" be given to The
Columbus Area Humane Society or OhioHealth Hospice.
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Comments

“

I have so many good memories of Arthur. I remember one time he asked me to take
him to the Vorys Law Firm Christmas party so I did. He gave me a corsage. He
asked me if I ever get them when I go on a date? I told him no that isn't a thing
anymore. He said, "well you demand it damn it. Don't let them get away with that!"
Then I met my husband and he asked if he gave me flowers and I told him he bought
me roses and he thought that was great. Arthur was always so fun and full of jokes
and good stories. I will miss him so much.

Heather Henry - June 11, 2020 at 07:09 PM

“

I first met Arthur when he was at Arlington Court. Him and my mom spent a lot of time
together. He was so funny and made my mom laugh and they were great friends. It was a
comfort to know they would spend most of the time together. He will always have a place in
my heart.
Monique - November 19, 2020 at 01:17 PM

“

Manuel Sparks lit a candle in memory of Arthur "AJ" Sparks

manuel sparks - June 11, 2020 at 09:51 AM

“

Grew up with and wen't to Blaine High School with Arthur. Prayers for the family. God
Bless.
manuel sparks - June 11, 2020 at 10:02 AM

“

So many fun times spent with AJ, from hauling supplies for his roses, going to his
shop on Broad St with Patti and many times just hanging out at the their house. He
was always smiling and fun to be around. It was a wonderful and emotional
experience seeing him come back from his veterans DC trip. Thank you for your
service AJ. We love you. You were definitely one of a kind.

Ruth Iuler - June 11, 2020 at 07:33 AM

“

I will truly miss Arthur & his spunky personality & big smile! My heartfelt sympathy goes out
to his family & friends. Keep those fun memories of him in mind and it will help you during
this difficult time! -Cindy Williams
Cindy - June 11, 2020 at 10:34 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Patti Allen - June 10, 2020 at 11:11 PM

“

Composite of Patti and Arthur's holding hands.... created as a Daughter / Father lasting
memory
Patti - June 11, 2020 at 06:40 AM

“

“

Special
Deborah Duval - June 11, 2020 at 06:49 PM

1 file added to the album Arthur J

Patti Allen - June 10, 2020 at 10:14 PM

“

My sincere condolences. May the Lord bless and keep this family during their time of
sorrow.

Nellie Crockett - June 10, 2020 at 06:09 PM

“

Patti Allen lit a candle in memory of Arthur "AJ" Sparks

Patti Allen - June 10, 2020 at 05:16 PM

“

“

I was so blessed to have such a wonderful, loving Father
Patti Allen - June 10, 2020 at 05:18 PM

6 files added to the album Arthur J

Patti Allen - June 10, 2020 at 04:58 PM

